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Pursuant to an EU Council decision of 1 June 2@0&chengen countries will increase their
fees for Schengen visas (valid for stays of uplta&ys) to EUR 60.00 as of 1 January 2007.
This is still a reasonable rate when compared thighfees charged by other countries (e.g. US$
85.00 for a US visa, EUR 105.00 for a Canadian &shEUR 78.00 for a UK visa).

This increase does not apply to fees for natioisals/(entry to Germany only, valid for more
than 90 days).

It is being introduced because the previous Schefegeof EUR 35.00 no longer covered
application processing costs. The higher fee velpHinance the significant investment needed
to collect biometric facial and fingerprint dataadf applicants. The use of biometric data will
give applicants increased protection from iderttigft and will additionally secure EU external
borders against illegal migration and terrorism.

A considerable number of exceptions will be madeke account of our foreign policy interests
vis-a-vis countries with a European perspective@nahtries covered by the European
neighbourhood policy. The increase thus does naliyap young people and those seeking
people-to-people contacts in countries directhghleouring ours.

- Children under six years of age, school pupils$ stadents and accompanying teachers on
study or educational trips, as well as researchelidye exempted by all Schengen states
from the visa fees regardless of their nationality.

- The EU has concluded visa facilitation negotiagiovith Russia and Ukraine; the previous fee
of EUR 35.00 will continue to apply for both couas.

The previous fee of EUR 35.00 will also remainance for Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbiau@icy Kosovo) during a transitional
period until 1 January 2008. The EU Commissioruisently holding visa facilitation
negotiations with these countries, which could ltasuthe permanent retention of this lower
fee. For the time being, the lower fee will alsmagn in force for Moldova, since the EU
Commission will receive a mandate before the endesfember 2006 to open negotiations
with that country too.



